
scrlbed as very brlaht, 
with a roanded thape ud 
a cone ttretchlng above lt 
- wu tracked by vllaal 
sightlngs from Beltbriclge · 
and across toatherD Zlm· 
babwe. 

It was then teen clear­
ly from the control tower 
at Bulawayo airport and 
tracked on the airport'• 

meteorology radar. 
Two Hawk fllhtera 

were terambled from the 
Midlands fighter base at 
Thorablll aad were 
directed to the-•obJe.ct, 
wblcb W&l tbell,i hoVering 
about 2 300 m abo\'e Bu­
lawayo. As the fighters 
closed on the shape, it ac­
celerated Up";ards at 

"tremendous speed"., said the UFO over Bulawayo, 
Air Commodore Dave in which it went from 
Thorne of· the AFZ head- 2 300 m to 23 000 m ln less 
qaarten ID Harare. 

The Hawks levelled out 
at about 10 000 m but the 
UFO cUd not stop its flat­
out climb until about 
23 000 m, according to Air 
Commodore Thome. 

The spectacular rise of 

than a minute, meant it 
must have been travelilng 
at more than 2 300 km/h 
- around twice the speed 
of sound at those alti­
tudes. 

When the two fighten 
returned to Thornhill, the 

object was again seen 
above the base and wu 
witnessed by two ~ther 
pilots and several offi· 
cen and men. It tben 
fie~ east at a blgb speed. 

Air Commodore 
Thome said tbe UFO de­
finitely could not liave 
been a weat~er ballooa. 


